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develop   into  licence  and   threatens   society   with  grave
dangers.

That there arc, however, exceedingly valuable elements
in British freedom which all to some extent shaie, and
which were purchased at a cost which historians alone can
gauge, cannot be denied

Religious and polilical freedom in this country arc a
priceless heritage, piobably enjoyed by no other land in
equal measure, Britons arc not penalized in public
worship. No law prevents the free circulation of our
sacred literature, nor restricts our right to instruct our
children in the artieles of whatever faith we choose to
profess.

We inhciit a freedom of speech and a ficedom of Press
which surpass those of any other land and possess in-
comparable value.

Freedom of the Press is a phrase lightly used. To
spread opinions thiough the Press is a freedom enjoyed
mainly but no I exclusively by the rich. To own and
operate a great daily newspaper is the privilege of the
super-rich: those who pay the piper call the tune, and il
costs a fortune to run a modern daily. Thai gives to the
Astors and I he Bcavcrbroolcs an overweighted influence in
world policies and domestic economics The extent to
which the vciy rich possess, through ibcir great wealth,
the real freedom of the Press, and through it sway British
governments, can be gauged by readers of the Astor-
owncd Times newspaper, which in oidcr to extend control
over influential circles is supplied at half price to the
poorer clergy.

All that is iruc. And yet our liberties both of Press
and speech are (lungs of priceless worth and must be
defended with our last breath, We may lack control of
mass propaganda through the possession of great daily
newspapers with circulations of a million copies or more,
but we still possess the liberty to publish a daily if we
possess the ability to do so.

The Daily Workei, for instance, may be handicapped in
a thousand ways. Handicapped because advertisers shun
it. Hnndicappcd because distributing agents boycott it.